The description given by Mr. Swan is as follows:
"In many animals, as the jaguar, dog, fox, ass, calf, and goat, the prolongation through the neck is attached to the trunk of the par vagum, and in the calf has sometimes very small ganglia imbedded in it, which give filaments to accompany small arteries ; it leaves the trunk of the par vagum sooner or later at the bottom of the neck to form the inferior cervical ganglion, and become connected with the first thoracic." (p. 113.) We were particularly interested some years since with this peculiarity in the distribution of the vagus and sympathetic nerves, when examining them in the calf, as admirably illustrating the necessity of carefully examining every structure experimented on, in every instance, before attempting to draw conclusions from the results of our operations; and now, in further confirmation of the necessity for this, we need but refer again to the statements of Mr. Swan, from which it appears that in three varieties of the same species of animal, the common dog, he has found the superior cervical ganglion varying both in size and shape, while in another tribe of animals, the quadrumana, the spheno-palatine ganglion, a part of the sympathetic so distinct in man, is almost or entirely absent. In our own dissection of the pig we have found the prolongation of the sympathetic attached to the trunk of the vagus throughout nearly the whole of its course through the neck, from the first to the second cervical ganglion, just as we have seen it and as it is described by Mr 
